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Introduction 
By Robin Yasui, Niece of Minoru "Min" Yasui

Min Yasui has been gone for decades and yet the work he dedicated his
life to is still unfinished. Min’s fight for social justice for all still challenges
us, whether we are black, brown, immigrants, refugees, or asylees. The
prejudice and blatant racism that led to the imprisonment of Japanese
immigrants and their US citizen children during WWII are echoed in the
“detention centers” of migrants and the overflowing refugee camps in
the Middle East, all designed to keep out those whose only crime is to
dream the American dream for their families. 

If Min Yasui was alive today he would be leading marches from Portland
to D.C. And this is why we march, why we protest, why we speak out, why
we lobby our congressmen: Min left us with a challenge to continue
fighting the good fight, to stand watch, to speak out. We have a voice,
let’s use it. We have a vote, let’s exercise it. We have an obligation to our
democracy and to the rich, diverse communities that make America what
she is; let’s never lose sight of that. 

Min walked the walk. 

Now it is our turn.
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2021 Theme: Immigrant & Refugee Experiences
By Cynthia Bayse, MYLP Student Contest Committee

This year’s contest theme and prompt relate to the experience of immigrants and
refugees coming to the United States. An immigrant is a person who chooses to
settle in a different country. They can go back to their home country without facing
immediate danger. A refugee is a person forced to flee their country because they
are in danger. They are seeking safety or refuge in another country. They are
unable to safely go back to their country.

As you plan your research, consider both the “push” and “pull” factors that cause
people to leave their homelands. People may be pushed to leave their homes
because of concerns such as civil unrest, war, and famine. They may be pulled to a
new country or region by economic opportunity, or they may be motivated by
religious, political, or social freedoms.

Think about the social, political, legal, and economic conditions that immigrants and
refugees found when they entered this country. How did those conditions impact
or shape their experience? Did their country of origin, ethnicity or religion influence
their acceptance by others? What challenges did these immigrants or refugees face
and how did they respond? Did they receive support from people outside their
community?

Minoru Yasui: Forty Years of Service to Diverse Communities, an excerpt from the 2015
Memorandum in support of his nomination for the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
will provide some background on his work with communities. When you consider
your response to the prompt, think about what “building bridges” across
communities can look like? What is a possible first step in the process and what
might be additional steps? How could these actions support newcomers to this
country? Are there ways in which your proposed actions relate to the work and
legacy of Minoru Yasui?
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Yasui is best known for his principled
challenge of the constitutionality of the
military curfew imposed upon Japanese
Americans during World War II. In the
wake of Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor
on December 7, 1941, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order
9066 which allowed the U.S. military to
establish exclusion zones, curfews, and
incarcerate people of Japanese descent
in the United States and throughout the
western hemisphere. 

This severe curtailment of civil liberties was possible in large part
because of decades of racism, hostility, and oppression that had been
leveled against Japanese Americans. As one of the earliest Nisei
graduates of the University of Oregon School of Law, Yasui put his
professional career and personal liberty on the line when he was
arrested, imprisoned, and charged for intentionally violating the curfew.
Yasui appealed the case all the way to the Supreme Court, which ruled
against him, upholding the constitutionality of the curfews.

About Minoru Yasui

A crusader for justice, Minoru “Min” Yasui spent his life taking action for
Japanese Americans and other marginalized groups, and building bridges
within and across many different communities. With an inclusive nature
and concern for all people, Yasui was a civil and human rights leader
from the 1940s until his death in 1986.
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Minoru Yasui, circa 1940s



He helped to found the Urban League of
Metropolitan Denver, a group dedicated
to assisting African Americans and others
of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds
obtain equal respect of civil rights. In
1963, he assisted in the founding of the
Latin American Research and Service
Agency dedicated to strengthening the
economic conditions of the Latino
community. In 1968, he helped organize
Denver Native Americans United, an
organization dedicated to empowering
youth, families, and communities through
self-determination, cultural identity, and
education. 

Having earned a reputation for being an effective cross-cultural leader,
Yasui served on Denver’s Community Relations Commission, in the 1950s
and 60s. Toward the end of his life in the 1970s and 80s, Yasui was a
leader in the successful movement demanding redress and a formal
government apology for the World War II incarceration of Japanese
Americans.

Yasui’s wartime legal challenge was only one chapter in a life dedicated
to civil and human rights and justice for all. After his release from
Minidoka concentration camp, where many Japanese Oregonians were
incarcerated during World War II, Yasui moved to Denver, Colorado.
There, he worked tirelessly alongside other marginalized and oppressed
peoples. 
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Denver, 1948

Denver, 1966
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Documents, diaries, speeches, and newspaper articles

Images, photographs, drawings, and maps

Artifacts, tools, crafted or manufactured objects

Biographies

Books written by historians

Articles in professional journals or on credible websites

Conducting Research

Primary Sources are important tools for a researcher. They are
first-hand accounts that were created by people who were there.
They provide evidence from the time. 

Primary sources include:

Secondary Sources are created after the historical event. They
explain or interpret the event. When you are doing a research
project, a secondary source can provide a useful overview. It is
important to look for work that shows the author has researched
and analyzed the event.

Secondary sources include:
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Libraries, museums, and community organizations can provide
necessary resources for your research. Many have collections of
primary source materials in their archives that can be accessed
in person or online. States or regions will have their own archive
collections. Examples of archive sources and organizations are
listed below:

Chehalem Cultural Center - www.chehalemculturalcenter.org

Japanese American Museum of Oregon - www.oregonnikkei.org

League of United Latin American Citizens - www.lulac.org

National Archives - www.archives.gov

Oregon Historical Society - www.ohs.org

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education -
www.ojmeche.org

Polish American Association - www.polish.org

Portland Chinatown Museum -
www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org

And many more!


