
 
 

 “Today, Min’s legacy has never been more important. It is a call to our national 
conscience; a reminder of our enduring obligation to be “the land of the free and the 

home of the brave” -- an America worthy of his sacrifice.” 
 

President Barack Obama, upon awarding Minoru Yasui the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
 

The Minoru Yasui Jail Cell Exhibit 
 
Minoru Yasui was a civil and human rights leader whose entire life was committed to the 
defense of marginalized people and justice for all. Born in Hood River, Oregon, he was the 
first Japanese American attorney to become a member of the Oregon State Bar. On March 
28, 1942, he intentionally violated the military curfew imposed on Japanese Americans  
creating a test case to challenge its constitutionality. He spent nine months in solitary 
confinement in a six-by-eight-foot windowless cell in the Multnomah County Jail, waiting on 
his appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court where his case was eventually lost. The case was re-
opened in 1983, due to the discovery of new evidence showing there was no military 
necessity for the unconstitutional treatment of people of Japanese descent during WWII. 
This resulted in the U.S. District Court of Oregon vacating his prior 1943 conviction. 
 
In 2015, President Barack Obama posthumously awarded Min a Presidential Medal of 
Freedom for his lifelong dedication to public service, defending civil and human rights, and 
social justice advocacy. To date, Min is the only Oregonian to ever receive this award. The 
following year, the Oregon legislature unanimously passed a bill designating March 28th in 
perpetuity, Minoru Yasui Day in the State of Oregon.   
 
The Japanese American Museum of Oregon will be celebrating the virtual grand opening of 
their new museum on May 6, 2021. One of the most highly anticipated and talked about 
elements in the new permanent exhibition is the actual historic jail cell where Minoru Yasui 
spent nine months in solitary confinement. The four-year project to preserve and move 
Min’s jail cell to its new location in the museum is nothing short of miraculous. Dozens of 
entities and individuals ranging from Multnomah County Commissioners to preservation 
architects and artists had to come together at just the right moment every step of the way. 
The historic cell has been extracted, moved, reassembled, and literally built into the new 
museum so visitors can now stand within its wall to view his Presidential Medal of Freedom 
and hear audio of his own voice sharing what it was like to be incarcerated there. Min’s jail 
cell is an artifact that literally speaks to you. 
 
Min’s Presidential Medal of Freedom citation states, “Minoru Yasui’s example endures as a 
reminder of the power of one voice echoing for justice."  This extraordinary exhibit will 
assure that Min’s voice and legacy will continue to inspire generations to come.  
 



We hope that you will join us for the virtual opening celebration on May 6, 2021 at 5pm, and 
we look forward to welcoming everyone into the museum beginning May 7th with limited 
timed admission. To register for both, please visit www.JAMO.org 
 
 
 
 
 
Installation of Min’s Jail cell and key to the cell. 
 

 

http://www.jamo.org/

